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Cubs broadcaster and double amputee Ron Santo is sold on a new type of artificial limb.
In fact, he likes it enough to have invested in the Gurnee company that produces it.

Prosthesis
users say
new design
eases pain

By Mary Jane Bezark
Special to the Tribune

This winter in Arizona,
Chicago Cubs broadcaster
Ron Santo took brisk horse-
back rides several days a
week and went back to gelf
ing 18 holes—never mind
that he'd lost a second leg to
diabeles only a vear before.

Making it possible for him
to enjoy these active hobbies
is a new type of prosthesis—
one Santo has notonly adopt-
ed for his own use, but also
invested in with twa part-
HBrs.

The business. McEinney
Prosthetics LLC, opened last
summer in Gurnee and is al-
ready helping dozens of oth-
er people like Santo with a
uniguoe vacuum system built
into the prosthesis.

Founding prosthetist-or-
thotist Ray McKinnev said
the svstemm has drawn
enough interest that he ex-
pecis the company to turn a
profit in its first vear. He said
sales are on pace to reach $3
million.

The average McKinney
prosthesis costs $18,000, 80
pereent-of which is covered
by Medicare. Other suppli-
ers charge from $6000 to
mare than $30,000.

Triaune phaote by Midhase! Terdha

Ray McKinney (left), founding prosthetist-orthotist of McKinney Prosthetics, makes ad-
justments to co-founder John McDonough’s prosthetic leg.

Santa's first artificial leg
was a conventional one, and
it was miserably uncomfort-
able.

“I couldn’t wear that thing
for more than a few hours be-
canse it was 20 painful. It
was giving me sores and blis-
ters,” Santo said, “and final-
Iv it gave me a wound that
wouldn't heal.”

That chronic sore had be-
deviled him for three months
when his doctor had a visit
from McKinney who told
him about a newly designed
artificial leg, known as the
Harmony Syvstem.

Santn, who was the Cubs'
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Cubs broadcaster Ron Santo, a double amputee, talks to
coach Gary Matth ~ws at spring training in Mesa, Ariz.



